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Born and raised in New York City of Puerto Rican decent William J. Irizarry Jr. was introduced to the

mysteries of Orisa by his first Padrino (Godfather) Cuban born and former Chef to Fidel Castro,

Babalorisa Ramon Torres Olo Obatala Ibae. William grew up in the New York City Housing Projects

where he spent the majority of his upbringing with childhood Friend/Cousin Alexander LaSalle

founder and musical director of Alma Moyo, percussionists, singer, song writer and Bakonfula in the

Palo Mayombe tradition. Alexander introduced William to the drum and music in general. They

played for hours on end at all times of the day and night practicing Eggun and Orisha songs. It was

William's passion for music that illuminated his path and fueled his desire in becoming an Aborisha.

William was officially initiated into the Lukumi tradition at the age of fourteen when he received his

Elekes/Collares (Beads), Orisa Olokun and Ibeji from Iyaloricha Maria Latimar Olo Yemaya of

Bronx, New York. Less than one year later at the age of fifteen William received Awofaka (Mano de

Orula) and Warriors (OrishaÃ¢â‚¬â„¢s Eshu, Oggun, Ochosi and Osun) from Cuban Born Oluwo

Moises Montesino OyekuPica of New York City. Three years later at the age of eighteen William

traveled to Santos Suarez, Cuba where he was initiated in the mysteries of Orisha and IfÃƒÂ¡.

August 1998 William J. Irizarry Jr. became Oluwo Awo Ni Orunmila, Iwori Rote, IfÃƒÂ¡ AlÃƒÂ¡

godson of Oluwo Alberto Ofun Nalbe and Ojubon Oretes Ogbe Bara a first generation Babalawo

within his family. Three months later William received Kuanaldo and Osain. William has dedicated

his life to the study of Orisha & IfÃƒÂ¡ teachings and picking up and mastering the art of traditional



beading along the way. William credits his love of art and beadwork to attending a beading seminar

by artist Manny Vega hosted by the Caribbean Cultural Center in New York City and his love of

music to his childhood friend Alexander LaSalle. Presently William is under the expert tutelage of

Olofista Emilio Ogbe Unle of Orlando, Florida where he continues his lifelong study of Orisha &

IfÃƒÂ¡ teachings, passing his knowledge onto his godchildren as well as his love of art and music.

This is very easy to digest and adapt to personal tastes. There is also enough here to demand a

seriously interested person to do more research and gain a greater affinity for the culture.

Excellently written. Thank you for this piece!

Very disappointed, Discription of this item is a BOOK. It is a pamphlet. Concerned consumer? As I

paid almost 17.00 for this item..

Loved this book and very useful for a new comer to the tradition

Nice book

This is a great guide. It's a quick read that includes the basics all Aleyos with warriors should know

without compromising the specific teachings of godparents. I gave this as a gift to someone whose

godparent is no longer with us (ibaye). They now service their guerreros with confidence.

Very plain general and tiny book. Any blog would scare this information. Nothing special. Do not

waste $ on this.

Don't waste your money. Short with basically no information.

What a waste of money. There is more general information available online regarding the Orishas

and their attributes, etc. This book is more of a pamphlet with no real value to an aborisha.
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